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A wooden spoon looks like the opposite of “technology”, as the word is normally
understood. But look closer at your wooden spoons. Look at the shape. Is it oval or round?
Cupped or flat? Perhaps it has a pointed end on one side to get at the lumps on the comer
or the pan. Maybe the handle is extra-short, for a child to use, or extra-long, to give your hand
a place of greater safety from a hot pan. Countless decisions — economic and social as
well as those related to design and applied engineering — will have gone into the making of
this object, and these will affect the way this device enables you to cook.

The wooden spoon does not lock particularly sophisticated, but it has science on
its side. Wood is *non-abrasive and therefore is gentle on pans- you can scrape away with-
out fear of damaging the metal surface. Itis *non-reactive: you need not worry that it will leave
a metallic taste or that it will chemically react with foods. Above and beyond its functionality,
however, we cook with wooden spoons because we always have. They are part of our civili-
zation.

Traditional histories of technology do not pay much attention to food. They tend to
focus on industrial and military developments. When food is mentioned, it is usually in the
context of agriculture, rather than the domestic work of the kitchen. But there is as much
innovation in a bottle opener as in a bullet. Technology is not just a form of the latest engi-
neering but something very human: the creation of tools and techniques that answer certain
needs in our lives.

*non-abrasive: FFEFEAD
*non-reactive: B IGTE® Zin

Ask a friend:

Describe the wooden spoan in your kitchen.

What other kitchen utensils are mentioned in
the text?

Texts on technology in the past repeatedly
referred to food in connection to kitchen work

as well as agriculture. True or False?

People normally think that a wooden spoon
should be put in the category of the latest

technology. True or False?

What is the difference between a spoon with a

short handle and a long handle?

Translate to Japanese: ‘There is as much

innovation in a bottle opener as in a bullet.”

Ask a friend:
Why do we cook with wooden spoons?

Translate to Japanese: “Traditional histories
tend to focus on industrial and military

developments.”
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